W /&r  ft* i 

(j  t ^ •>  « > ~ 


Ijiqljtoortlj  Ultra l flistvirt. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND  THE 


Sanitary  Inspector, 

+ 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1918. 


SWINDON : 

I witcher  & Co.,  Victona  Press. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Highworth 
Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  Report  for  1918,  the  following  out- 
standing features  may  be  noticed  : — While  the  incidence  of 
Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Erysipelas  is  considerably 
lower  than  it  was  during  the  previous  year,  there  was  a 
very  severe  epidemic  of  Measles  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  a total  number  of  481  cases  being  notified,  more  than 
half  of  these  occurring  during  the  first  three  months. 

Besides  this  there  was  a serious  epidemic  of  Influenza 
during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  but  statistics  cannot  he 
publ)  ’’ed  as  this  disease  is  not  notifiable. 

Twenty-two  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  25  during  1917.  As  a 
result  of  the  cessation  of  active  warfare  and  the  necessity 
for  re-construction,  plans  are  being  worked  out  for  the 
building  of  new  dwellings  for  artisans  and  labourers  which 
are  badly  needed.  As  soon  as  these  are  constructed  it  will 
be  necessary  to  condemn  a large  number  of  dilapidated 
houses.  Although  a number  of  inspections  will  be 
necessary,  a careful  note  of  the  condition  of  the  houses  in 
the  District  has  been  kept  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  wherever  Infectious 
cases  have  occurred,  including  Tuberculosis,  and  the  Schools 
have  been  sprayed  during  epidemics. 

The  disinfection  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  himself,  thereby  saving  the  expense  of  an  extra 
man  and  conveyance,  the  payment  made  to  him  being  much 
below  what  such  services  cost  in  adjoining  districts,  apart 
from  the  increased  costs  due  to  the  War, 
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The  constant  use  of  disinfectants  has  largely,  in  my 
opinion,  tended  towards  Mr.  Hoddinott  s recent  illness. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  the 
consideration  shown  to  me  during  the  past  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBT.  P.  BEATTY. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  549 

Cases  of  above  removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  35 

Tuberculosis,  number  of  cases  notified  ...  ...  22 
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HIGHWORTH  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Table  C. — 1918. 


Water  Supply. 

Developments  during  1918  ...  ...  None 

Insufficiency  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

Curtailment  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

Wells  failed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

Unsatisfactory  quality  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 


Developments  during  1918  ...  ...  None 

Developments  still  needed  as  to — 

(a)  Want  of  sewers  at  Rodbourne. 

(b)  Improvement  of  defective  sewers — None 


Inadequacy  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  or  complaints 
as  to  smells— Disposposal  of  Sewage  from  H.M 
Factory,  Stratton,  new  Filters  and  Sprinklers 
on  order. 


Sink-wastes  disconnected  during  1918 — ...  None 

Sink-wastes  still  needing  disconnection  — None  known  ; 

untrapped,  none  known 

Closet  Accommodation. 


No.  of  Privies  with  open  middens 

No.  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets 

No.  of  Privies  with  covered  middens  ... 

No.  of  Water  Closets  and  Waste-water  Closets 

No.  of  Privies  re-constructed  during  1918 — 

(a)  as  w.c’s 

(b)  Other 


None 

1120 

1071 

t523 

None 


* * » 
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No.  of  additional  Closets  provided  for  old  property 


in  1910 


X — 


(«) 


w.c  s 


(b)  Other 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  m 1918  for  new  houses— 

(a)  w.c’s 

(b)  Other 

Scavenging. 

Refuse  disposed  of — 

(a)  Destructor 

(1;)  Tips — Chisledon,  High  worth, 
Stratton  & Wroughton. 

(c)  Farmers 

Total  annual  cost  about 

Any  inadequacy 

Any  change  during  1918 

Nuisance  Inspections. 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  in  1918 
Informal  Notices  served 
Complied  with 
Statutory  Notices  served  ... 

Complied  with 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1918  ... 

, , , , 1918... 

reported  during  1918 
,,  abated  during  1918 
Summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings 

Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  &c. 
Common  Lodging  Hoouses... 

Canal  Boats 

No.  in  No.  on  Total  No.  of  General 
District  Register  Inspections  Condition 

made 

Good 


9 9 


9 9 


9 9 


9 9 


9 9 


9 9 


9 9 


9 9 


9 9 


Knacker’s  Yards  1 1 5 

Offensive  Trades  227 

(Marine  Stores  and  Blood  and  Bone  kactory) 


> 5 


None 

* 

* ^ 

None 


None 


9 9 

£55 

None 

231 

70 

70 

7 

7 

None 

9 9 

2 10 
None 
1 

None 
> > 

Legal 

Proceedings 
(if  any) 

None 


Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  he  offen- 
sive trades,  e.g.,  Fish-frving,  etc.? — No. 

Schools. 

No.  of  Elementary  Schools  in  District  ...  26 

No.  of  Visits  to  Schools  by  M.O.H.  and  Sanitary 

Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

Action  taken — Periodical  disinfection. 


Milk  Supply. 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  analysis 
under  F.  and  D.  Acts — These  are  taken  by  the 
County  Officer. 

No.  adulterated  ...  ...  ...  None 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion— Undertaken  by  County 

Veterinary  Inspection  of  Dairy  Cows  ...  ...  None 

No.  of  Animals  notified  by  Police  under  Tubercu- 
losis Order,  1918 — Tuberculosis  Order  1917  sus- 
pended. 

Instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  1918 
No.  of  Cowkeepers  in  District 
No.  Registered  .. . 

No.  of  Milk  Sellers  who  are  also  Cowkeepers 
No.  who  are  Purveyors  only 
Total  No.  Registered 
Total  No.  of  Cowsheds 
No.  of  Inspections  in  1918  ... 

General  Condition 

Approx.  No.  of  Milch  Cows  i 1 District 
Insufficiency  in  Aliik  Supply 
Legal  proceedings  under  D.C.M.  Order 

Inspection  or  other  action  by  Districts  to  which 
Milk  is  sent 

Other  Foods. 

No.  of  samples  (other  than  Milk)  taken  by  Officer 
of  S.A.  for  examination  under  the  Food  and 


None 

i85 

185 


789 


55°° 

None 

if 
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Drugs  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

No.  adulterated  ...  ...  ...  None 

No.  of  seizures  of  unsound  food,  3 ; Bacon  8H  lbs.; 

Meat  25  cwl.  ; Bacon  3 cwt.  21  lb. 

No.  of  Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  None 

No.  of  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  17 

No.  Registered  ...  ...  ...  17 

Kind  and  Condition  Good 

No.  of  Prosecutions — • 

(a)  Food  and  Drugs  ...  ...  None 

(h)  Unsound  Food  ,.  ...  ,, 


(c)  re  Slaughter  Houses 
Factories  and  Workshops. 


Smoke  Nuisance 

No.  of  Smoke  observations  taken 
No.  of  Cautions 
Legal  Notices  ... 

Summonses 

Adoptive  Acts. 

Acts  adopted  during  1918 

Urban  Powers  obtained  in  1918 

Byelaws  and  Regulations. 

Adopted  during  1918 

Are  any  other  Bylaws  needed 

Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

Diseases  specially  prevalent  in  1918,  Measles  and 
Influenza. 

Special  action  to  combat  same — School  closures 
and  Disinfection. 

Is  Hospital  accommodation  adequate  and  sufficient  ? 
Yes. 

What  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  antitoxin — - 
Through  Chemists  at  High  worth  and  Swindon. 
Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  List 

Any  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  District  ? 
Housing. 


None 


1 > 

» * 

» ) 

None 


None 

No 


None 
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Special  Reports  and  Investigations. 

Sewage  disposal  with  respect  to  H.M.  Factory  at 
Stratton. 

Tuberculosis. 

(1)  Inspection  of  patient’s  home  and  workshop — 

Frequent. 

(2)  Examination  for  contacts — under  County  M.O.H. 

( 3)  Disinfection— -Frequent. 

(4)  Distribution  of  advice  leaflets — under  County  M.O.H. 

(5)  Action  re  spitting — Sputum  bottles  provided. 

(6)  Shelters  provided  by  County. 

(y)  Is  sputum  examined?  Yes. 

Bacteriology. 

What  Laboratory  utilized?  County. 

Any  suggestions  ...  ...  ...  None 

Infant  Mortality. 

What  organised  effort  to  control  it  ? By  the  County  Council. 
H as  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907  been  adopted  ? Yes. 

Is  Health  Visitor  appointed  by  S.A.?  No. 

By  a ny  other  body — County  Council. 

Causes  of  any  excessive  Infant  Mortality  in  1918  ... 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births  during  1918- -Males  130;  Females  117  ; Total  247 
No.  illegitimate  included  in  above  20;  No.  of  Still  Births 

o 

(not  included) — None. 

Nett  Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated — Alales  112; 
Females  119 — Total  231. 

No.  of  uncertified  deaths  (included  above) — Nil. 

Sanitary  Staff. 

Present  Annual  Salary  of  the  M.O.H.  ...  £100 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Edward  Hoddinott,  A.R.S.I. 

Annual  Salary  as  Inspector  ...  ...  £170 

Other  appointments  held  ...  ...  ...  None 

Any  Assistants  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

Is  Staff  sufficient  ? — Yes,  for  the  present. 
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Supplementary  Remarks. 

The  large  quantity  of  Meat  seized  had  been  sent  to 
Highworth  for  distribution,  but  owing  to  delay  in  transit, 
and  possibly  other  causes  including  hot  weather,  it  was 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  an  emergency 
supply  was  obtained  from  cold  storage  at  the  ports.  The 
occurrence  was  due  to  the  submarine  campaign. 

Summary  of  Housing  Work  during  1916. 

Table  shewing  action  under  Sections  15,  17  and  18  of 
the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909,  and  the 
Housi  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  dated  Sept. 
2nd,  1910,  or  matters  arising  therefrom — 

Houses  with  defects  not  disposed  of  at  end  of  1917- 
Houses  not  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 
(Section  15) 

Houses  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation  (Sec- 
tion 17) 

Houses  with  minor  defects  (Public  Health  Act)  ... 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Act  and  Regulations 

in  1917 

Action  under  Sect  ion  15 

Action  under  P.H.  Acts  in  cases  of  houses  with 
minor  defects  and  remediable  under  Section 
15,  owing  to  the  tenancy  having  commenced 
before  December  3rd,  1909 — 

Houses  found  with  defects  ... 

Houses  made  fit  after  preliminary  notice 

Houses  in  regard  to  which  notices  were  served  to 
remedy  defects 

Houses  made  fit  after  notice 

Houses  found  to  be  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation  ,, 

Houses  represented  to  Local  Authority  as  being 

totally  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ,, 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 

m a d c ...  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

Houses  made  fit  for  human  habitation  without  the 

issue  of  a closing  order  ...  ...  ,, 

Houses  closed  voluntarily  ...  ...  ...  None 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  ,; 


None 

y 1 

y > 

709 

None 


None 

y y 

y y 

y ' 
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Houses  made  fit  for  human  habitation  after  closing 
order  was  made,  for  which  the  local  Authority 
determined  the  order  ...  ...  None 

Houses  demolished  voluntarily 

m'  ' ' 

Houses  for  which  demolition  orders  are  made  ...  ,, 

Houses  demolished  compulsorily  ...  ...  ,, 

Houses  with  defects  not  disposed  of  at  end  of 
1918  : — 

Houses  not  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 

(Section  15)  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

Houses  with  minor  defects.  (p  ublic  Health  Acts)  ,, 

Houses  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation.  (Sec.  17)  ,, 

Name  and  address  of  Officer  designated  to  make 
inspections  under  Article  II.  of  Housing  (Inspec- 
tion of  District)  Regulations,  1910 — Edward 
Hoddinott,  A.RS.I.,  43,  The  Street,  Stratton  St. 
Margaret. 

Regulations  made  in  respect  of  underground  sleep- 
ing rooms  under  Section  17  (7)  ...  ...  None 

Action  in  respect  of  such  rooms  ...  ..!  ,, 

Other  Actions  in  regard  to  Housing. 

Any  scarcity  of  houses,  if  so,  where  ? Chisledon, 

Higl  iworth,  Liddington,  Rodbourne,  Stratton, 
Wroughton — under  consideration. 

Overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  ...  None  detected 
No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  during  1918  None 
Special  activity  in  house  building  ...  ...  None 

No.  of  new  houses  built  during  1918 — 

(a)  Working  Class  dwellings  ...  ,, 

(b)  Other  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

Schemes  are  being  worked  out  for  the  Parishes 

mentioned  above. 

Working  Class  dwellings  erected  during  1918  by 

Sanitary  Authority  ...  ...  ...  None 

Are  Sanitary  Authority  contemplating  erection  of 
Working  Class  dwellings  ? Yes,  the  number  are 
under  consideration. 

Town  Planning. 

Any  scheme  prepared  during  1918  ...  ...  None 

Any  scheme  contemplated?  Yes,  for  the  above- 
mentioned  Parishes. 
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SCHOOL  CLOSURES. 

Bishopstone,  Feb.  8th  to  25th 
Nov.  1st  to  18th 
Nov.  29th  to  Xmas 

Blunsdon  St.  Andrew,  May  iotli  to  June  10th 

Oct.  25th  to  Nov.  1 8 tli 
Castle  Eaton,  April  15th  to  22nd 
Chisledon,  Oct.  7th  to  21st 
Hannington,  Nov.  15th  to  Dec.  30th 
High  worth  (Council),  Mar.  14th  to  April  21st 

,,  Oct.  30th  to  Dec  1st 
,,  Nov.  1 1 th  to  18th 
(Infants)  Oct.  28th  to  Dec.  2nd 
Inglesham,  Nov.  1st  to  25th 
Rodbourne  (Council),  Nov.  6th  to  15th 
South  Marston,  Oct.  30th  to  Nov.  25th 
Stanton  Fitzwarren,  Nov.  7th  to  18th 
Stratton  (Lower)  Infants,  April  9th  to  26th 
(Upper)  ,,  Mar.  22nd  to  29th 
,,  April  9th  to  2 1st 
Boys,  Nov.  7th  to  25th 
Girls,  Nov.  7th  to  25th 
Mixed,  Oct.  20th  to  Nov.  18th 

Wroughton  (Basset  Down),  Oct.  29th  to  Nov.  5t'> 
(Infants),  Oct.  29th  to  Nov.  19th 
(Boys),  Nov.  1st  to  18th 
,,  (Girls),  Oct.  30th  to  Nov.  18th 


> y 


y I 


y y 


y y 


y y 


y y 


y y 


y y 


y y 


y y 


Mumps 

Influenza 


y y 


Measles 

Influenza 

Measles 

Influenza 


y y 


Measles 

Influenza 


y y 


y y 


y y 


y y 


y * 


y y 


M e a s 1 e s 


) * 


» * 


Influenza 


J 5 


5 > 


5 5 


5 ) 


5 1 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


Blu nsdon 

Chisledon 

High  worth 

Stratton 

Rodbourne 

Wroughton 


1 

2 

3 
6 

1 

4 


17 

Since  the  War  some  of  these  are  not  used,  but  are  still 
licensed. 

These  are  frequently  inspected  and  are  in  good  order. 
There  has  been  no  complaint  during  the  year. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  j9oi 


Inspections. 

Factories 

Workshops  and  Bakehouses... 

Workplaces 

Defects  Found. 

None. 

Workshops  on  Register. 

Bakers 
Blacksmiths 
Brewers 
Builders 
Bacon  Factors 
Carpenters 
Corn  Mills 
Dressmakers 
Harness  Makers  ... 

Laundries 

Manure  Manufacturers 
Mat  Makers 

Mineral  Water  Manufacture! 

Printers 
Painters 
Rope  Makers 
Shoe  Makers 
Tailors 

No  complaint  during  the  year. 

Home  Work. 

Outworkers1  Lists,  Section  107 

Contractor — Messrs.  Compton  & Sons. 
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Swindon  and  District  Hospital  Board’s  Isolation  Hospital,  Swindon. — Total  available  Beds,  CO. 

Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  4. 
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HIGHWQRTH  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


TABLE  III.- Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1918. 


Causes  of  Death. 

(Civilians  only). 

Males. 

Females- 

All  Causes 

112 

119 

Enteric  Fever 

• • • 

Small-pox 

. . . 

. . . 

Measles 

3 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

« • . 

1 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

3 

Influenza 

18 

28 

Erysipelas 

... 

. . . 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

9 

6 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

. . . 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

5 

8 

Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

• • • 

Meningitis 

. . . 

. . . 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

10 

10 

Bronchitis 

5 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) ... 

11 

10 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

. . . 

. . . 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

• « < 

Alcoholism 

. . . 

♦ * • 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

. . . 

Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  lever 

. . . 

. . . 

Congenital  Debility,  &c. 

5 

At 

7 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

5 

2 

Suicide 

. . . 

. • . 

Other  defined  Diseases 

32 

28 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

Special  Causes  (included  above)  — Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

Poliomyelitis 

... 

... 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

13 

12 

Total  Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Total  Births 

130 

117 

Legitimate... 

118 

109 

Illegitimate 

12 

8 

Population  for  Birth-rate  ... 

15,230 

//  h Death-rate... 

13,592 

16 
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